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HCS MISSION STATEMENT

In order to honor God, we nurture
and guide students to see the Father’s
creation, to sense order in a world
saved by Christ, and to serve God
through the leading of the Holy Spirit.

CONTACT Us

3040 Ridge Road
Highland, Indiana 46322
219-838-0356
www.highlandchristian.org
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HEAD OF SCHOOL WELCOME LETTER
written by Dr. Kyle Weener, Head of School

One of the enduring strengths of Highland Christian
School is the diversity of the community we share.
Our students and families represent a wide range

of backgrounds, experiences, and perspectives, yet
we are united by a common commitment to faith,
learning, and the formation of Christ-centered
character. This diversity is not merely a feature of
our school — it is one of the ways God enriches and
strengthens our community.

Scripture reminds us that God’s design for community has always included
difference: “For just as each of us has one body with many members... so in
Christ we, though many, form one body” (Romans 12:4-5). Christian education
embraces this truth by recognizing that each child is uniquely created, carrying
distinct gifts and ways of engaging the world. At Highland Christian, these
differences deepen learning and cultivate empathy, humility, and mutual respect.

Malcolm Gladwell, in David and Goliath (a great read), challenges common
assumptions about strength when he writes, “The powerful and the strong

are not always what they seem,” and observing, “We consistently get things
wrong when we make assumptions about who has the advantage.” Though
expressed in a different context, this perspective echoes a biblical pattern: God
often works through unexpected people and circumstances, revealing hidden
strengths and possibilities.

Within a Christian school community, our diversity becomes an opportunity
rather than an obstacle. Students learn not only academic content but also how
to value others as image-bearers of God, growing through daily interactions
with classmates whose experiences may differ from their own.

As we reflect on the life of Highland Christian School, we give thanks for the
many individuals and families who shape its character. Our strength lies not in
uniformity, but in the shared pursuit of truth and grace across our differences
— aliving expression of the body of Christ.

With this truth comes an invitation. Each of us has been entrusted with gifts
that can bless and strengthen our community. Whether through service,
encouragement, leadership, generosity, creativity, or prayer, we all have a
role in advancing the mission of Christian education at Highland Christian.
Through your gifts and stewardship, we are able to lean into our vision to
academically equip, Biblically ground, and spiritually nurture to impact the
world for Christ.
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to the Taylor 4
family for '
blessing HCS
with this
Husky rug!

HIGHLAND

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
UPCOMING EVENTS

SOCIETY MEETING
April 20

SPRING AUCTION
April 25

JR. HIGH MUSICAL
MARY POPPINS
April 30-May 1

STAFF RETIREMENT & FAREWELL
May 7

8TH GRADE GRADUATION
May 28

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL
May 29 (K-7)

GOLF OUTING
August 24

WISH LIST: SPRING 2026
e AlphaTales Book Sets
* Bean Bag Chairs
¢ Kahoot Subscriptions
¢ Classroom Rug
* Jumbo Blocks
¢ Portable Speaker System
e Vocal Microphones
 Sephero Bolt + Coding Robots

SCAN FOR
COMPLETE WISH LIST
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Elaina Burney, Amani Clayton , Isabella Corral , Alyse Hopper, Sadie
Holwerda, Dove Jones, McKenna Krough, T'Mai Matthews, Mia Sanchez,
Naomi Schutt, Aubrey Staples, Isabella Stooksbury, Lae’Lah Swain, Chloe
Turner, Mikayla Wagenaar, Morgan Zandstra

Coaches: Anna Haan and Erica Gillespie

CO-ED WRESTLING o 1K L

Nancy Brosman, Jack Earnshaw, Moises Garcia, Braylin Hamby, Noah
Jones, Brandon Pierce, Leo Smit, Cain Stevens, Whitney Van Rosendale,
Amanda Willis, Maksim Zutic (Not Pictured: Whitney Van Rosendale)
Coaches: Seth Rincon and Dave DeBoer

WINTER SP€RTS RECAP

Written by Mr. Luke Hillegonds, Athletic Director & 3rd-8th PE Teacher

The 6th grade boys basketball team,
coached by Bryon Ritzema and
Mike Schutt, had a fun year. They
experienced a regular season full of
growth and improvement, which
earned them a 5th seed in the season-
end tournament. They saved their
best for the tournament, where they
won three straight games to claim the
championship! Well done, Huskies!

The 6th grade girls basketball team, coached by Josiah
Luttjeboer and Krista Boomsma, underwent a season of
growth and learning, as they were taught the fundamentals
of the game. They finished fifth in the regular season
conference standings. A highlight of the season was making
it to the championship game in the league tournament by
beating Chicago Christian Tinley Park.

The 7th grade boys basketball team, coached by Neil
Krooswyk and Eric DeVries, worked hard and grew
tremendously, which was evident in the second half of the
season. While they showed great toughness and battled hard
each game, their season concluded in a hard-fought first
round exit in their tournament against Chicago Christian
Tinley Park.

The 7th grade girls basketball team, coached by Bryon
Ritzema and Nikki Van Dyke, showed great improvement
and a passion for getting better. As a result, they grew as
players and as young women of the Lord. They finished
their season with a three team tournament at Crown Point
Christian. The highlight of their season was a late come back
win against Forest Ridge Academy.
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The 8th grade boys basketball team, coached by Neil
Krooswyk and Brandon Boomsma, had a memorable
season. They finished in 5th place in the regular season
conference standings. In the league tournament, they fell in
a close one to Chicago Christian Tinley Park, after climbing
back from down twenty points!

The 8th grade girls basketball team, coached by Neil
Krooswyk and Mike Sitter, finished sixth in the regular season
conference standings and faced off against Calvin Christian in
the opening round of the league tournament. A highlight of
the season was that everyone on the team scored.

The 6th-8th grade girls’ cheerleading team, coached by Anna
Haan and Erica Gillespie, cheered at all the home games

for the 8th grade boys basketball games from October-
December. They cheered loud and proud and performed
great stunts during halftime. They finished up their season
with a final performance in front of their families.

The first season of 6th-8th grade co-ed wrestling, coached
by Seth Rincon and Dave DeBoer, is in the books! A great
deal of improvement occurred throughout the season from
each student athlete. While they lost both matches, they
wrestled well and did a terrific job representing HCS. We are
proud of our newest sport! 7

6TH GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL

Carmelo Blauw, Josue Arguedas Castro, Caden Dykstra, Jaxon Escamilla,
Thomas Hamby, Owen Leeds, Caleb Musch, Peyton Schutt, Zaiden Vargas,
Cooper Wognum

Head Coach: Bryon Ritzema and Assistant Coach: Mike Schutt

7TH GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL

Jay Aardsma, Tyce Blocker, Zion Campbell, Noah Cubelo, Ethan DeBoer,
Quinn DeVries, Matthew Neibert, Cameron Parks, Noah Ravesloot, Paxton
Vander Pol, Dominic Warga, Levi Yukon

Head Coach: Neil Krooswyk and Assistant Coach: Eric DeVries

8TH GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL

Brody Boomsma, Aiden Brouwer, Eddie DeVries, Cole Dykstra, Joshua
Friend, Xavier Hughes, William Jellema, Caleb Katz, Collin Kramer,
Israel Reyes

Head Coach: Neil Krooswyk and Assistant Coach: Brandon Boomsma

HUSHIES

6TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL

Braelynn Boomsma, Devyn Brouwer, Amarachi zuora, Camille Jellema,
Sadie Jellema, Jayda Luttjeboer, Riley Spraggins, Charlotte Tebben,
Chloe Turner, Hannah Williams, Chloe Zoeteman

Head Coach: Josiah Luttjeboer and Assistant Coach: Krista Boomsma

7TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL

Maria Blauw, Ruby Bouquet, Kobi DeVries, Briar Dotson, Julia Figueroa,
Kayla Gibson, Hayden Hiskes, Grace Holwerda, Lilly Licciardone, Remmie
Paul, Mia Sanchez, Shayley Summers, Victoria Willis

Head Coach: Bryon Ritzema and Assistant Coach: Nikki Van Dyke

Naomi Ajayi, Claire Best, Jessica Brice, Allison Clark, Isabella Corral, Ezra
Hammerstein, Camila Harris, Ellie Oostman, Hallie Sitter, Emma Zoeteman,
(Not Pictured: Allison Clark)

Head Coach: Neil Krooswyk and Assistant Coach: Mike Sitter
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AT HCS

Twelve junior high students bravely signed up to launch a new afterschool robotics team this fall.

Thanks to a grant from Techpoint Youth, our school was able to build two robots to compete in Vex V5
competitions. They grew so much in their ability to problem solve, be creative, and think outside the
box. We competed at Illiana Christian High School in November, Portage High School in December,

and Chesterton High School in February. The students enjoyed marathon build sessions with pizza to
prepare for the competition and battled it out on the fields during the competitions. Aiden Bailey, an 8th
grader, shared that his favorite part of robotics was going to the competitions. Seth Hadley, an 8th grader,
enjoyed designing the robot. We are excited to continue developing our program in the next school year.

Written by Mrs. Kristin Freel & Mr. Vince McClenahan
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Christmas Chapel <X Reformation Day Chapel

Congratulations to Gracyn D. and Evelyn G.
for receiving Gold Medals for their vocal solos
at State ISSMA!

Veteran’s Day Chapel

CHAPEL
2025-26:
SCRIPTURE
FOLLOWERS

Written by Mrs. Vicki Huizenga,
Faith Formation Director
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This year, our emphasis is on
the role of Scripture Follower,

as articulated in II Timothy
3:16-17: All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of
God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work. All-school chapels
are designed to ground students
in God’s Word and cultivate their
growth as Scripture Followers.

In September, pastors joined

us to explore the significance

of Scripture as God-breathed

and its practical applications for
training and correction. They

also imparted valuable insights

on how to lead a life rooted in
righteousness. On Reformation
Day, students again gathered

to honor the significance of
Scripture in the lives of the
church reformers. Martin Luther
recognized Scripture as God’s
Word that directs us to Christ.
Through this chapel, we reaffirmed
that our beliefs and actions should
be guided by Scripture.

During our Christmas chapel,

the narrative of Jesus’ birth was
vividly portrayed as students
reenacted the scenes as the words

of Scripture were read aloud.
This event served as a reminder
of God’s promise in the Old

Testament for a Savior who was

born in Bethlehem, announced by

angels, visited by shepherds and
worshiped by Magi. Reflecting on
that story, we were reminded that
while we wait for Jesus’ return we
must make way for this King in
our hearts and lives.

Fifth grade students emphasized
the importance of embodying
Scripture by being Creation
Caretakers. They highlighted
caring for the chickens in Fort
Peep, while also challenging us to
be caretakers for one another by
speaking kind words, performing
good deeds, and actively listening.
Additionally, the fourth graders
reminded us through the miracle
stories of Jesus that we must listen
to His words and follow what He
teaches.

All-School chapels reinforce our
commitment to be Scripture
Followers who live out God’s
Word in our lives.

Vicks

4th graders enjoy their Christmas classroom party!
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THE HCS FOUNDATION | VISION & IMPACT
A people gathered, a legacy preserved.

This year, 247 students from 122 families received tuition support as a result of the Foundation’s
work! After blessing all of the families who applied for this gift, the School Board invested the
balance of this year’s gift in the CHOICE Contingency Fund. This fund will be used to assist
families with tuition should changes be made to the State scholarship program.

The robust Foundation Fund we enjoy today is the result of your commitment, generosity

and foresight! We are grateful for the individuals, past and present, who have planned for a

fruitful future at Highland Christian School. By investing time, thought, and energy in the HCS
Foundation, you help ensure that Highland Christian is agile and well equipped to fulfill its mission
in generations to come. We're grateful to report strong gains this year as we work toward a goal of
$10,000,000 by the year 2030.

EDUCATING THE CHILDREN | ETC... ATHRIFT STORE
Making an enormous difference in our local and school communities.

Speaking of a fruitful future, ETC ... A Thrift Store continues to flourish! With sales at an all time high, Highland Christian
School’s Foundation Board is currently seeking to purchase a building for ETC... A Thrift Store. It’'s amazing to see God’s
blessing on this endeavor and on the many faithful individuals who value our children, recognize the impact Christian
education makes on their lives, and invest in the HCS Foundation for the school’s long-term good.

PARTNERING WITH BARNABAS | GIVING FROM YOUR QCS, DAF, OR NON-CASH ASSETS
Mazximize your impact without disrupting your cash flow!

Different seasons of life bring different giving options, many of which are tax advantaged! We are equipped to receive smart
gifts through our partnership with Barnabas Foundation. As a constituent of our school community, you also benefit from this
partnership by gaining access to financial professionals and gift planning resources at no cost to you. If you want to learn the best
ways to care for your family and maximize your kingdom impact, they have information that can help you achieve your goals!

RESOURCES | STEWARDSHIP AT VARIOUS STAGES
Ewvery legacy has a beginning.

Every story is appreciated, every gift significant! Wherever you are on your journey in generosity,
we are here to serve you. If you're ready to explore a legacy partnership, get information on smart
giving opportunities, or see the impact you are making in person, we’'d love to connect with you.

*

ETC..A THRIFT STORE
ANNUAL GIVING GROWTH

HIGHLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

FOUNDATION
INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE $400,000
January 31, 2026 $350,000
$300,000
1 3 5 10 Since $250,000
Year Years Years Years Inception $200,000
$150,000
HCS ation | 15:30% | 10557 | 711% | 8.65% 4.85% $100,000
$50,000
B 2025 AMR Paid YTD $16,747 ’ FY16 FY17 FYI8 FY19 FY20 FY2l FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25
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John O’Leary was absolutely terrific! Thanks to all who participated in the
third annual gathering of our Christian School communities. We serve a
great God, share a great purpose, and stand stronger together.

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS gg/

¢ Action Plumbing

. H@GEND@RN
* B & K Equipment m‘ & TALBOT wup
* Culvers of NWI p18POSAL '

’

* Dunhill Tuxedo . W

* Great Lakes Distributing 9%9!359 "

. . " Van Drunen Farm
Hoc?dendoorn & Ta.lbot LLP P® RestoreWorks

e Indiana Waste Service

Ee

¢ RestoreWorks Ridgeway : .
Masonry Restoration Am _a(ﬂmpmm

 Ridgeway Petroleum, Inc.

W st * Total Disposal H ﬁgrl"]lgfs - ? 7
¢ Van Drunen Farms, Inc. PLUMBING

-
* Furniture — e Linens * New and Used Jewelry
y t;jﬁ New and Used * Books/Music * Seasonal/Holiday Items
) Laalresale m‘a'r[f(e't' lace) * Toys/Games/Puzzles  © Sporting Goods * Stationary
£9::08 ; R B * Electronics e Clothing and Shoes ¢ Crafting Supplies
ﬁe!ﬁ{mug&'@; DN, * Housewares/ for the Whole Family ¢ Antiques and

‘2;1'9\ 8 ).5{ -54 40% | »n Home Decor * Accessories Collectibles
rJUES LA A AU a4 ) 1

wwwetcresale:org, o
Q-ﬁ/e t C educate the children
I o 0 0

benefitting Highland Christian School

1650-D U.S. Route 41, Schererville, Indiana
219-865-5400 | www.etcresale.org

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10am-7pm | Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 10am-4pm
Closed Sunday
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A special thank you to all twenty participants (left to right): Larry Huizenga, Saad Abassy, John Stammis, Vince McClenahan, Holly
Haitsma, Kyle Weener, Henry Groot, Bruce Aardsma, Bryon Ritzema, Joe Jonkman, Joyce Groen, Julie Sitter, Melissa Brouwer, Jodi
Lineburg, Sara Jabaay, Marissa Biegel, Krista Boomsma, Andy Moore, Jason Smits, and Jason Krooswyk. (Not Pictured: Don Zuidema)

JOINT BOARD COMMISSION UPDATE

Whritten by Dr. Kyle Weener, Head of School

I hadn”r’rhough’r muo\\:
about how the ohuv;
dynamic m%q’rs)r j
<ohool, and +his stu v?;v\/
o\nal!enged me fo kaﬂe '
i+ would bé irresponst g
pes (and all the gohao o
+o ignove how things 4
changing around us-

. The bigger probien
9% Inthe fact that ther,

are muttiple propjeps fo be
Solved. Problems that if e+
unchecked wiy Create
even bigg&r divides
and problems (in
the future).

There has
been a lot of change
inthe past few years, but |
believe this study group
was all on the same page
that this is God’s school
and our focus is on
His covenant children.
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On February 5 and 6, twenty representatives from the HCS community
were invited to a two-day conversation around the future of

Christian education. Led by Chad Dirkse from CACE (Center for the
Advancement of Christian Education - out of Dordt University), this
group of volunteers learned about the landscape of Christian education
across the country, evaluated core features of HCS, and abstractly
looked at how a merger would impact the students, faculty, community,
and the mission of Highland Christian.

As a non-decision making group, these two days were filled with
reflective thought and a new awareness of the challenges that Christian
schools face. Some of these national and local realities include:

1. A staggering loss of biblical literacy in students and families.
Across the country, biblical literacy has not just declined, but has
fallen off the cliff.

. The vacuum in locating, identifying and retaining highly qualified,
Biblically grounded teachers. Currently, there are 400,000 open
public school teaching positions nationwide.

. A 86% nationwide increase in enrollment in Christian education since
2019. This surplus in demand has required schools to quickly adapt
through growth, program advancements, and strategic adjustments.

. An explosion of diagnosed disabilities and the layers of complexities
it creates for our teachers, classrooms, and required services.

. Increased pressure from association members on boards, school
leaders, and teachers to deliver greater results, while expecting the
cost for these results to remain relatively unchanged.

. Donor engagement and fundraising dynamics have strained
traditional development models.

As a next step, the three merger feasibility groups from Crown Point
Christian, Highland Christian, and Illiana Christian will be meeting

to discuss the collective findings and determine if exploring further
conversations is a productive way to move forward. While a non-
decision making group, Highland Christian’s twenty participants voted
20-0 in favor of continuing in this conversation, as a recommendation

to the HCS School Board. l fg

| found the event
to be transformational
and highly educational.

After attending the two days,

my opinion changed
from a hard “no”
to being on the
40 yard line.

lwas surprised to legrn
how the School is ahal!@nged
by the same changes in the
world that +he churches gre.

I Corinthi, .
orinthians |4.33 says “For

God is not g Giogd of disorder
but of peace. p lecal pastor
once told me Hhgt doing our

bestto oreate order gt
reflects Gogs Character in
the world s worship.

AT x e 2
Atikilt visited Calvin for their Admitted Students
Day after having committed to the university.

| O A Y

ﬁg%‘

Atikilt in her backyard about to head out for her
first day of Kindergarten at Highland Christian.

FEATURED
ALUMNI:
ATIKILT
BOSMAN

Written by Mr. Dustin Hibbler, Director of Marketing & Admissions

Recently, I had the opportunity to speak with Atikilt Bosman about her
time in Christian education and the role and impact it has played in her
life. Atikilt attended Highland Christian School preschool to 8th grade, and
graduated in 2021. She then attended Illiana Christian High School and
graduated in 2025. She is currently a freshman at Calvin University.

During our conversation, Atikilt reflected on what she believed was a key
piece in her success at HCS: communication. She noted that whether
you are struggling, need more time, or have questions, students are
encouraged to go talk with their teachers. “Don’t be scared of your
teachers,” she said, “They want you to succeed.”

I asked Atikilt about subjects that stretched her while at HCS. She
immediately said Mrs. Groen’s history class. Mrs. Groen’s depth of
knowledge and her enjoyment of teaching the material are what
contributed to it being such an engaging subject. Also, to Atikilt’s
recollection, it was the most rigorous class for her in Jr. High. Additionally,
Atikilt spoke about spiritual growth while in Mrs. Huizenga’s class. This
class taught her that religion is individual and personal, and to make her
faith her own. She thoroughly enjoyed the conversations that took place in
class and participating in Chapels.

As our conversation continued, Atikilt shared that drama was a major
experience at HCS that prepared her for Illiana. As a Jr. High student, she
learned the appropriate terminology, was part of a creative team, and saw
how drama allowed each person’s role to shine. At Illiana, being plugged
into drama also allowed her to grow and prioritize community, and to
learn conflict and resolution.

Now, Atikilt is majoring in Social Work at Calvin University, where she
will graduate with a Masters degree in five years. While she was drawn to
Social Work intrinsically, she shared that HCS and Illiana’s intentionality
with inclusivity also played a big part in her area of study. During her
time at HCS she was repeatedly asked to befriend new students and show
them the ropes. This continued on at Illiana, as she became part of the
Mentorship Program when the staff saw leadership qualities in her.

Atikilt would like to thank Mrs. Huizenga, Mrs. o P |
Groen, and the drama department for their formative ' ~ T
role in her academics, spiritual, and extracurricular 3 { t
life. She is constantly sharing her experiences with - i
her fellow Calvin co-horts, and the memories bring a . _

smile to her face. . d
Thank you for sharing, Atikilt, and best wishes as you ; :
pursue your Masters! =

49‘1 ﬂ g
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At its base, fundraising compliments and optimizes a solid financial plan. At its best, it fuels greater things! Highland Christian
School’s fundraising framework does the latter and YOU’RE doing incredible work again this year through the gifts and
financial support you lend. Thank you for empowering our vision, equipping our community, and accelerating our progress as
we continue to seek what’s best for students today.

Our primary fundraising goals are three-fold: reduce our debt, build the foundation, and enhance the programs and services
Highland Christian School offers families. Here is an update on what has been accomplished so far this year.

REDUCE THE DEBT GROW THE FOUNDATION ENHANCE
School Improvement Appeal Tribute Gifts PROGRAMS
Thanks to you, we are well on our way to We recognize the life and legacy of these & SERVICES
the goal of being debt free by 2030! At loved ones who the Lord has called home Highland Christian
the start of the school year, our Expansion and thank their family and friends who School has received
Loan balance was $1,882,000. As a result of honored their commitment to Highland $51,724 in Special
your generosity, we have made additional Christian School with recent memorial gifts: Gift, Wish List,
payments totaling $485k which brings our Bruce Leep, Lindsay Moes, Ida M. Peerbolte, Family Legacy
new balance to $1,397,000. Jennie Scho?in, DougdShLi]t{er, Ke(ril Toren, Fund, Tuition

Gary B. Zandstra, and Duke Zuidema. 3
We are unbelievably blessed to be ?Is(;l;?rll;l:::r,l;nd
9perating at fgll capacity, in a facil?ty that 2026 FOUNDATION APPEAL B tiOnS
is pux:pose—bullt, structured for active Our 2026 Foundation all which are
learning, a'.nd resourced for opt1ma} student Appeal is underway! designated for
outcomes! Tha.nk you for acc.ele}‘aung To review this appeal or classroom, program,
repayment of this debt and significantly give your gift online, and tuition

reducing interest costs along the way! scan this QR Code today. assistance support.

RETIREMENTS

Gail Achterhof

Kathy Vant Hoff v’ _ Joyce Groen

Laurie Boer

Diana Last

HELP US CELEBRATE OUR SPECIAL RETIREES 1_,';:." ; F
BY SHARING YOUR WELL WISHES! E‘ﬁﬁﬁg

We are collecting fond memories, words of encouragement and happy retirement blessings
for Joyce, Kathy, Gail, Diana, Laurie, and Cheryl.
Scan the QR code to participate!
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MONDAY, AUGUST 24TH
Q@ INNSBROOK

HCS LIVE AUCTION

SAVE THE
DATE

Doors and Kitchen open at 5pm
Silent Auction 5-7:30pm

Live Auction
Starts at 5:30pm

BID EARLY ONLINE
continuing through the auction



